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SAVE THE DATE - SAGE WEBINAR 

Habitat Restoration Approaches to Improve 
Community and Ecosystem Resilience 

Join us on May 18 (1 :OOpm EDT) for the first in 

a series of free webinars organized by SAGE 

(Systems Approach to Geomorphic Engineering). 

Richard 0. Bennett, Ph.D., Regional Scientist, U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service, will present on Habitat 

Restoration Approaches to Improve Community 

and Ecosystem Resilience. 

The Hurricane Sandy Disaster Relief Supplemental 

Appropriations Act of 2013, Public Law 113-2, 

appropriated $360 million to the Department of the 

Interior (DOI) to restore and rebuild national parks, 

national wildlife refuges, and other Federal public 

assets; and increase the resilience and capacity 

of coastal habitats and infrastructure to withstand 

storms and reduce the amount of damage caused 

by such storms. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

(USFWS) received $102M for 31 projects to 

mitigate storm damages and improve the resiliency 

and capacity of coastal habitat and infrastructure 

to meet long-term management needs, address 

vulnerability to climate change impacts based on 

key climate information and future projections, 

Dune restoration efforts. 

create greater resilience to future extreme weather 

events and changes in natural processes, and 

support improved and climate-resilient wildlife 

habitat and ecosystem functions. Projects focus on 

marsh restoration, beach and dune restoration, and 

re-establishing aquatic connectivity. 

To assess the benefits of these projects, the 

USFWS is currently applying core ecological 

resilience performance metrics on DOI Hurricane 

Sandy funded projects. The ecological performance 

metrics were developed by the DOI Metrics Expert 

Group and identified a suite of core ecological 

resilience measurements as practical first steps 

to test resilience-improvement strategies. The 

knowledge gained from assessing project 

performance is expected to provide significant 

transfer value to natural system applications 

throughout the region - further enhancing our 

understanding of ecosystem services. Specific 

project examples and the application of the 

ecological resilience performance metrics will 

be highlighted. [CONTINUED ... ] 

Source: www.chesapeakemermaid.com. 
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